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Clinical Bottom Line:  

This study is a replica of a previous study by Warren and Bambara (1986). Current study looks at intervention 

targeting common nouns/verbs, action-object, agent-action, agent-action-object, and adjective-noun form. 

Both participants were boys with a diagnosis of mental retardation.  

 

Clinical Question:  

P = 2 boys; Don was 3:4 and Bob was 3:1 

I = milieu teaching  

C* = compared to baselines 

 O =  

Citation:  

  Gazdag, G. & Warren, S. (1990). Facilitating early language development with milieu intervention 

procedures. Journal of Early Intervention, 14(1), 62-86.  

Design: (check all that apply) 

 Single-Subject: □ Case Study □AB Design □Other Complex Designs (multiple baseline) 

  

 Group Design:  □ Randomized  □Non-Randomized □Matching □ Control Group 

 

Participants: 

 Selection Criteria: diagnosis of mental retardation; MLU lower than norms; delays in expressive and 

receptive communication ability  

 Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria: none  

 

Experimental Group: The 2 boys in the study both attended a university-based early intervention program 

for children with developmental delays. Therapy took place in a large playroom adjacent to boys’ classrooms. 

Don had 3 goals while Bob only had two. Baselines were taken for each boy before and after intervention for 

comparison. During intervention, trainers set up opportunities to prompt and train for goals. Used “systematic 

comments” or “direct models”  

Control Group: None 

 

Intervention Procedures:  

 

 

Dependent Variables:  

common nouns/verbs, action-object, agent-action, agent-action-object, and adjective-noun form 

Results: Both boys increased their nonobligatory verbalizations and increased their conversational repertoires 

relative to their baselines. Don increased action/object verbalizations from 2% to 40% ; Bob made greater 

gains with all of his targets.  

Comments on Design:  

The milieu therapy is unique because it allows the child to think they are ‘playing’ while the therapist creates 

situations where child must communicate or needs to communicate.  

 

 

 

 


